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be rehabilitated or made worthy of the least admira-
tion and respect.

Byron had invited Leigh Hunt out to Italy,
"with tie design of producing, with his assistance,
a monthly Review of a literary type. Leigh Hunt
came out with his wife and family, and accepted
quarters under Byron's roof. Byron had already
tired of the scheme and repented of his generosity.
Leigh Hunt avers that Byron was an innately
avaricious man, and that, though he occasionally
lavished money on some favourite scheme, it was
only because, though he loved money much, he
loved notoriety more. The good angel of the
situation was Shelley, who really made all the ar-
rangements for Hunt's sojourn and presented him
with the necessary furniture for his rooms. Shelley
was certainly entirely indifferent to money, and
profusely generous. He had begun by admiring
Byron, with all the enthusiasm of hero-worship,
but a closer acquaintance had revealed much that
was distasteful and even repugnant to him, and
it may safely be said that if he had lived he
would soon have withdrawn from Byron's society*
Shelley's ideas of morality were not conventional;
his affection and enthusiasm for people burnt
fiercely and waned, yet when he sinned, he sinned
through a genuine passion. But Byron, according
to Leigh Hunt, was a cold-blooded libertine, and
had no conception of what love meant, except
as a merely animal desire, which he abundantly
gratified.

The awkward manage was established.    Byron